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Summary


El Burlador de Sevilla is split into three acts. In the first, Don Juan deceives the Duchess Isabela, tricking her into thinking he is her lover, Duke Octavio. When Don Pedro, Don Juan’s uncle, arrives on the scene to arrest the offender, he realizes that it is his nephew, and helps him escape.

In the same act, Don Juan makes it to the shore of Tarragona where he finds a peasant girl, Tisbea. Having just rejected her old boyfriend, Anfriso, it is clear that she is not easily seduced. However, Don Juan easily wins her over. When Don Juan leaves her shortly after, she attempts suicide by throwing herself in the sea. Catalinón points out that Don Juan is “el castigo de las mujeres,” the scourge of women. When he alludes to the consequences of Don Juan’s actions, Don Juan says “¡Qué largo me lo fiáis!” or “I’ll cross that bridge when I get to it.” Meanwhile, the king finds out about Don Juan’s actions, and retracts his plans to marry him to Doña Ana.

In the second act, Don Juan goes to Marquis de la Mota, whose reputation is similar to Don Juan’s. He finds out that Marquis de la Mota is actually in love with Doña Ana. With this knowledge, he devises his next, and perhaps, most elaborate trick.
He intercepts a letter to Mota from Doña Ana telling him to meet her at 11 that night. The letter also tells Mota to wear his cloak so that she can recognize him in the dark. Don Juan then tells Mota that he is to meet Doña Ana at 12, an hour later. As the time draws near, Don Juan asks Mota for his cloak, telling him that he is going to use to trick someone. Mota does not realize that it is he that is being tricked. When he shows up at midnight, he is confused to find that someone has attempted to dishonor Doña Ana, and has killed her father, Don Gonzalo in the escape. Arriving at the scene late, and wearing his own cloak, he is made out to be the murder and is arrested.
The next of Don Juan’s deceptions come at a peasant wedding, which he crashes. The groom sees it as a bad omen that a nobleman is at the wedding and for good reason. Don Juan tricks the bride into thinking that they were together previously, and that they must marry. Catalinón clearly warns Don Juan of the consequences of his actions, but he is again ignored.
Everything starts to fall apart once all those that Don Juan harmed end up in the king’s court, complaining of Don Juan’s actions. This is difficult for the king to swallow, especially since the king regards Don Juan highly. Meanwhile, Don Juan meets the memorial statue of his victim, Don Gonzalo. He pulls its beard, a huge insult to Don Gonzalo’s honor (similar to in El Cid). He then taunts the statue and invites it to dinner.

The ghost of Don Gonzalo, in the form of a statue, arrives as requested, frightening Don Juan’s servants. Don Juan is very calm as he tries to mask his own fear. The ghost invites him to dinner at his tomb, and Don Juan agrees. When he arrives, he has a meal of vipers and scorpions waiting for him, which he eats reluctantly. When it becomes clear that Don Gonzalo is going to hill him, he tries to repent, but it is too late.
Catalinón brings the news of Don Juan’s death back to the king’s court, where everyone is waiting. All of the women associated with Don Juan are declared widows. Doña Ana marries Mota, Doña Isabela to Don Octavio, and the peasant girl to her fiancé.
Grades
Plot - B

The non-linear plot, although confusing, left me more satisfied than some of the other Spanish novels that I read in class. I definitely enjoyed Don Juan’s plan to deceive Mota and Doña Ana, which was very clever, while at the same time really stupid. The ending left something to be desired, because it seemed a bit silly that Gonzalo’s stone ghost came back from the dead to smite Don Juan for his sins. I might have liked a more believable ending, such as the King punishing Don Juan, which is why I cannot give the plot a perfect score.

Characters – C

The characters were not at all dynamic, as none of them changed from the beginning to the end of the novel. Don Juan never really did see the error in his ways. Before his death, he repents, but it is as he plans to do all along. He believes he can repent right before his death and all will be right. The other characters are, for the most part, used by Don Juan. Catalinón is very intelligent, but he fails to step up and prevent Don Juan from doing the things he did.
Theme – C
The theme, that the consequences of one’s actions are inescapable, while very sound, is not demonstrated very well. The idea that a stone ghost is going to come haunt you and kill you if you’ve been bad is almost like saying Santa Claus is going to leave you lump of coal. He book did address, however, that living a womanizing lifestyle like Don Juan’s will ultimately backfire. 
Style – B

To a modern reader, the style of this novel is a bit silly. The characters are extremely naïve and easily deceived. The novel is very consistent, however, and through these character traits, Don Juan is easily distinguished from the other characters as a bad person whose fate is sealed.

Setting – A

The wide variety of settings sets this book apart from others. Don Juan travels from Naples to Tarragona. He is at people’s homes at midnight, at dark dinner tables, and in haunted courtyards. The setting clearly sets the mood for the book. It is dark when Don Juan is about to commit an act, demonstrating the darkness of his character. The eerie setting of the courtyard also sets the scene for Don Juan’s inescapable death.
Turning Point
The turning point of the book is when the ghost of Gonzalo, as a statue, visits Don Juan during dinner. This is the first time that Don Juan realizes that there definitely will be consequences for his actions. This is the first time that he is afraid.
Most Interesting Character
The most interesting character was definitely Catalinón. It is clear through his dialogue that he is very intelligent, perhaps even more so than his master. Although he displays a great amount of cowardice, he warns Don Juan of his downfall, even calling him “Lucifer.” Catalinón, like the other characters, however, does not change from the beginning to the end of the novel. 
Important Message
The author’s most important message, like the theme, is that we cannot live everyday without regard for the consequences for our actions. We do not have completely free will and must answer to God.
